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Syllabus  

Course Code: CINE 115     Title:  Film Genres 

Institute: Educational Access & Innovation  Department: Communication Media  

Course Description:  The foundational aim of this course is to challenge students to critically explore 

the nature and significance of film as a culturally important art form.  

Specifically, students will be invited to view and study films from a selection of genres (eg. Western, Sci-

Fi, Film Noir, Horror, Gangster, etc.) and be scholarly challenged to identify the formal conventions, 

aesthetic approaches, and thematic explorations of each genre. Students will strive to apply key 

principles of film theory, film aesthetics, and film criticism to specific films and will be able to identify 

the shifts in popularity and the evolving conventions of certain genres over time. Students will be 

challenged to connect cinematic shifts to cultural and aesthetic changes in society.  

The range of film directors to be explored will vary depending upon genre and decade. The directors to 

be studied include, but are not limited to, the following: Alfred Hitchcock, Orson Welles, Billy Wilder, 

John Ford, Clint Eastwood, John Huston, Quentin Tarantino, Steven Spielberg, Sam Peckinpah, Stanley 

Kubrick, Martin Scorsese. 

Prerequisites:  None 

Corequisites:  None 

Prerequisites or corequisites:  None 

Credits:  3  Lecture Hours: 3  Lab/Studio Hours:  None 

 

Required Textbook/Materials:   

Textbook  

https://www.bkstr.com/brookdaleccstore/shop/textbooks-and-course-materials 

Additional Time Requirements:  N/A  

Additional Support/Labs: 
See https://www.brookdalecc.edu/academic-tutoring/   

 

Course Learning Outcomes:   
 

• Identify the conventions of several film genres, including their narrative structure, character 
types, setting, themes, style, and iconography. 

• Analyze how genres evolve and are identified. 

• Connect shifts in popularity and the evolving conventions of certain genres over time to 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bkstr.com%2Fbrookdaleccstore%2Fshop%2Ftextbooks-and-course-materials&data=05%7C02%7Clmassaro%40brookdalecc.edu%7C975b7d65332e4afd259a08dccdb2ef50%7C7f39d131b247484992f6b969dae49207%7C1%7C0%7C638611415620924315%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2FTAEArQDb4NIRv9MGFqPIq3Tgi8awff88s3WhW79QhA%3D&reserved=0
https://www.brookdalecc.edu/academic-tutoring/
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cultural changes in society. 

• Use critical thinking to apply key principles of film theory and criticism to specific films in 
written work and presentations, using concepts such as social-political-moral subtext, cultural 
ideology, genre as mythology, and representations of gender, race, nation, and violence. 

• Apply, in writing, how course elements relate to films screened and explored in class. 

• Analyze the role of film as a reflection of our culture, as well as its impact on our society. 

 
Course Content:   
 

• Unit I:  
o Course Introduction 
o Understanding Film as an Artistic Medium 
o Film Criticism 
o Genre Theory 
o Auteur Theory 

• Unit II: Genre and Socio-Historical Context 

• Unit III: Generic Transformation and Cultural Change 

• Unit IV: Genre and Gender Representation 

• Unit V: Genre and Social-Political & Moral Subtext 
 

NOTE: The genres to be explored include, but are not limited to, the following: Film Noir, The Western, 
Gangster-Crime, Horror, War-Combat, Sci-Fi. 

 
 
Department Policies:  
 

1. Attendance is required at all class meetings. Attendance in class means being in class for the 
entire class meeting.  

2. More than three absences may prevent a student from achieving a satisfactory grade. 
3. Standards of student behavior are the same as those described in the College’s Code of 

Conduct.  https://www.brookdalecc.edu/avp-student-affairs/conduct/ 
4. IMPORTANT NOTE - This course requires the use of the CANVAS Learning System. Students who need 

further assistance with CANVAS, they must contact the Teaching & Learning Center (732-224-2089). 
5. See Instructor Addendum for specific policies for this course and section.   

 
 
Grading Standard:  
 
There are three modes of evaluation. You will earn points by completing the following:  

(i) Quizzes – (3 x 30 points = 90 total points) 

• Each quiz will demonstrate a student’s ability to understand and explain information from 
course text, supplemental readings, videos, and class lectures and discussions. 

• Not all aspects of a chapter will be reviewed in class; however, students are responsible for all 
assigned readings. 

https://www.brookdalecc.edu/avp-student-affairs/conduct/
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• There are no retests. 

• The Weekly Checklists (‘Learning Objectives’) in the course CANVAS shell are to be used as 
'study/review' guides for each Quiz, as well as for the film analyses.   

 

(ii) Film Genres Essays – (4 x 25 Points each = 100 total points) 

• These essays are required to be between 4 and 5 pages in length. These essays will challenge 
students to summarize and critically explore how the film(s) screened in class (and at home) 
connect to, and employ, key concepts from the readings, class lectures, and class discussions. 
Paper assignments can be found in CANVAS and explained by the professor. 

• Late papers will be penalized 5 points. 

• The essays will vary with each module/unit/film. 

• Writing assignments are located in the Weekly Checklist in each unit module in CANVAS. 
• Late essays will be penalized as follows: 

o 4 days past due - one grade lower 
o 8 days past due - two grades lower 
o 12 days past due - three grades lower 
o 14 days past due - zero 

 

(iii) Final Critical Essay: Genre & Auteur Theory – (50 points)  

• Students must submit a 6–8-page paper exploring ONE director and THREE different genres 
screened and studied during the semester. The critical analysis must provide an in-depth 
analysis of FOUR films by the same director: 

o Two films must be of the same genre. 
o The remaining two films must be from two different genres. 
o Your essay is expected (and required) to cite material from class, and properly footnote 

or credit the ideas borrowed and applied from these sources. 
o Primary sources: (i) course text, (ii) Andrew Sarris' essay, and (iii) additional material 

found in CANVAS. 
o  

• A = 222-240 points  

• A- = 215-221 points 

• B+ = 208-214 points 

• B = 198-207 points 

• B- = 191-197 points 

• C+ = 184-190 points 

• C = 167-183 points 

• D = 143-166 points 

• F = 142 & under 

• INC 
 
An incomplete may be assigned at the discretion of the professor for students who have extraordinary 
circumstances of documented hardship or emergency. These are students who have been actively 
participating throughout the term and have completed a significant portion of the course in a 
satisfactory manner but approach the end of the term without completing all assignments. 
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College Policies:   
As an academic institution, Brookdale facilitates the free exchange of ideas, upholds the virtues of civil 
discourse, and honors diverse perspectives informed by credible sources. Our College values all students 
and strives for inclusion and safety regardless of a student’s disability, age, sex, gender identity, sexual 
orientation, race, ethnicity, country of origin, immigration status, religious affiliation, political 
orientation, socioeconomic standing, and veteran status. For additional information, support services, 
and engagement opportunities, please visit www.brookdalecc.edu/support.  
 

For information regarding: 

• Academic Integrity Code 

• Student Conduct Code 

• Student Grade Appeal Process 
Please refer to the Student Handbook  and Catalog. 

 
Notification for Students with Disabilities:  
Brookdale Community College offers reasonable accommodations and/or services to persons with 

disabilities.  Students with disabilities who wish to self-identify must contact the Accessibility Services 

Office at 732-224-2730 (voice) or 732-842-4211 (TTY) to provide appropriate documentation of the 

disability and request specific accommodations or services.  If a student qualifies, reasonable 

accommodations and/or services, which are appropriate for the college level and are recommended in 

the documentation, can be approved. 

 
Mental Health: 
24/7/365 Resources: 

• Monmouth Medical Center Psychiatric Emergency Services at (732) 923-6999 

• 2nd Floor Youth Helpline – Available to talk with you about any problem, distress, or hardship 
you are experiencing. Call or text at 888-222-2228 or visit the website at 
https://www.2ndfloor.org/   

Faculty Counselors: 

• Students who need to make an appointment with a faculty counselor can do so by calling 732-
224-1822 (non-emergency line) during business hours. Faculty counselors are licensed mental 
health professionals who can assist students and refer them to other mental health resources.  
 

Diversity Statement: 
Brookdale Community College fosters an environment of inclusion and belonging. We promote a safe 
and open culture, encourage dialogue respecting diverse perspectives informed by credible sources, and 
uphold the virtues of civil discourse. We celebrate all identities with the understanding that ultimately, 
diversity, equity, and inclusion cultivate belonging and make us a stronger Brookdale community. 

 
 
 
 
*The syllabus is intended to give student guidance in what may be covered during the semester and will 
be followed as closely as possible. However, the faculty member reserves the right to modify, 
supplement, and make changes as the need arise. 

http://www.brookdalecc.edu/support
https://www.brookdalecc.edu/avp-student-affairs/handbook/
https://catalog.brookdalecc.edu/
https://www.2ndfloor.org/

