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Syllabus  

Course Code:  PLGL 237    Title:  Elder Law 

Institute:  Business and Social Science  Department:  Legal Studies 

Course Description:  The purpose of this course is to train paralegals/legal assistants to 
perform, under the direction and supervision of a lawyer, “Elder Law” support work, which for 
the most part requires sufficient knowledge of legal concepts and which, absent the paralegal 
or legal assistant, would be performed by a lawyer.  It is not intended to be a course which 
teaches individuals to plan or handle their own affairs involving “Elder Law” issues, or to assist 
others in planning or handling their affairs in these matters.  It is not designed to teach 
document preparations in the absence of a supervising lawyer.  A paralegal/legal assistant may 
not engage in the practice of law by accepting cases, giving legal advice, appearing in court, 
setting fees, etc.  Engaging in the unauthorized practice of law is a criminal offense in the State 
of New Jersey. This course is designed to give an overview of the law, rules of procedure, 
ethical and professional responsibilities, and tasks essential to the role of the paralegal in 
assisting the attorney in matters relating to what has become known as “Elder Law”. NOTE: 
This course is offered in the Spring term only. 
 

Prerequisites:  PLGL 105 and PLGL 225 or Instructor’s Approval 

Corequisites:   

Prerequisites or corequisites:    

Credits:  3   Lecture Hours: 3   Lab/Studio Hours:  0 

 

Required Textbook/Materials:   
TEXT:  New Jersey Elder & Disability Law Practice  Edited by Gary Mazart, Esq.  N.J.  Institute for 
Continuing Legal Education 
INTERNET RESOURCES: The Social Security Administration : www.ssa.gov, Administration on 
Aging: Elders Rights & Resources: www.aoa.gov/eldfam/Elder_Rights/Elder_Rights.asp FirstGov 
for Seniors: www.firstgov.gov/Topics/Seniors.shtml National Institute on Aging: 
www.nia.nih.gov Office for Victims of crime: Elder Abuse: 
www.ojp.usdo.gov/ovc/publications/infores.elder.welcome.html State and Area Agencies on 
Aging: www.aoa.gov/eldfam/How_To_Find/Agencies/Agencies.asp American Association of 
Retired People: www.aarp.org , www.megalaw.com/top/elder.php , www.ncoa.org , 
www.nsclc.org , Internal Revenue Bulletins: www.irs.gov/pub/irs-irbs , Internal Revenue 
Manual: www.irs.gov/irm/part20/index.html , U.S. Internal Revenue Service (IRS) Homepage: 
www.irs.gov , United States Tax Court: www.ustaxcourt.gov , Cornell Law School’s Legal 
Information Institute Page on Estate and Gift Tax Law: estate tax | Wex | US Law | LII / Legal 

http://www.aoa.gov/eldfam/Elder_Rights/Elder_Rights.asp
http://www.firstgov.gov/Topics/Seniors.shtml
http://www.nia.nih.gov/
http://www.ojp.usdo.gov/ovc/publications/infores.elder.welcome.html
http://www.aoa.gov/eldfam/How_To_Find/Agencies/Agencies.asp
http://www.aarp.org/
http://www.megalaw.com/top/elder.php
http://www.ncoa.org/
http://www.nsclc.org/
http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-irbs
http://www.irs.gov/irm/part20/index.html
http://www.irs.gov/
http://www.ustaxcourt.gov/
https://www.law.cornell.edu/wex/estate_tax
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Information Institute (cornell.edu) Cornell Law School’s Legal Information Institute Page on 
Income Tax Law: www.law.cornell.edu/topics/income_tax.html Estate Planning, Trust & 
Probate Law: 
www.calbar.ca.gov/state/calbar/calbar_generic.jsp?sCategoryPath=/Home/Attorney%20Resou
rces/Sections/Trusts%20and%20Estates Internet Law Library-Trusts and Estates: 
www.lawmoose.com/internetlawlib/112.htm Tax History Project: www.taxhistory.org , 
Tax Policy Center: www.taxpolicycenter.org , U.S. Tax Code On-line: 
www.fourmilab.ch/ustax/ustax/html, Yahoo Finance Tax Center: taxes.yahoo.com 
 

Additional Time Requirements: For information on Brookdale’s policy on credit hour 

requirements and outside class student work refer to Academic Credit Hour Policy  
https://www.brookdalecc.edu/vp-learning/academic-credit-hour-policy/ 

Additional Support/Labs: 

See https://www.brookdalecc.edu/academic-tutoring/  

 

Course Learning Outcomes:  The student will be able to prepare documents with regard to 

protecting and insuring the rights of the New Jersey elderly. (communication, critical thinking, 

information literacy) 

Course Content:   
 

Department Policies:  

Legal Studies Department Policies: 

1. Grading Policy: 
Grades for assignments, projects, exams, and courses are to be determined by the       
individual Instructor, however, the Department reserves the right to approve same for       
adjunct Instructors. 

2. Cheating Policy: 
In light of the nature and ethical demands of the profession for which we are preparing 
students, it is the Department’s policy that THERE WILL BE A ZERO TOLERANCE FOR 
CHEATING OR UNETHICAL BEHAVIOR WITH RESPECT TO ANY ASPECT OF A STUDENT’S 
PARTICIPATION IN THE PROGRAM.  A student who is found to have engaged in same will 
receive no credit for any course that is involved and may be asked to leave the program.  
Further college disciplinary action may also be taken. 

3. Attendance Policy:   
The Legal Studies Department wishes to advise students that, with rare exception, it would 
be extremely difficult, if not impossible, to be successful in a course without regular class 
attendance.  The Department, therefore, encourages attendance, except in cases of illness, 
emergency, or other serious problem or conflict.  It is up to the individual Instructor as to 
whether to require attendance or to include it as a criterion for grading.  In any event, no 
student should miss two consecutive classes, or three classes overall in a term, without 
contacting the course Instructor as soon as possible. 

https://www.law.cornell.edu/wex/estate_tax
http://www.law.cornell.edu/topics/income_tax.html
http://www.calbar.ca.gov/state/calbar/calbar_generic.jsp?sCategoryPath=/Home/Attorney%20Resources/Sections/Trusts%20and%20Estates
http://www.calbar.ca.gov/state/calbar/calbar_generic.jsp?sCategoryPath=/Home/Attorney%20Resources/Sections/Trusts%20and%20Estates
http://www.lawmoose.com/internetlawlib/112.htm
http://www.taxhistory.org/
http://www.taxpolicycenter.org/
http://www.fourmilab.ch/ustax/ustax/html
https://www.brookdalecc.edu/vp-learning/academic-credit-hour-policy/
https://www.brookdalecc.edu/academic-tutoring/
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4. Taping Classes: 
Tape recording of classes or Legal Studies Department programs without a proper Alert 
form is prohibited.  Tapes made pursuant to an Alert form are for the sole use of the 
student for whom the Alert form was issued and are to be used only for the purposes 
provided therein. 

5. “Retesting” Policy: 
It is the Department’s position, in light on the nature and demands of the profession for 
which we are preparing students, that students will not be permitted to “retest”, unless the 
individual Instructor finds compelling reason to do so in an unusual circumstance. 

6. Course Testing Center Policy: 
The Department has no official policy other than to indicate it has no objection to an 
individual Instructor making use of the testing center under appropriate circumstances. 

7. Late Assignment Test Policy: 
It is the Department’s policy that all assignments and tests are to be completed and 
submitted in the date scheduled for same.  It is up to the individual Instructor to determine 
what consequences, if any, will result from lateness.  However, the Department reserves 
the right to approve same for adjunct Instructors. 

 

Questions about the Legal Studies Department Program or the Paralegal Profession may be 
directed to the Program Director or to full time faculty members. 
 

Grading Standard:  
A. EACH ASSIGNMENT AND EXAM will be graded (for content and writing ability as expected in 

a law office setting) by the Instructor, as follows: 

  A 90-100 
  B+ 86-89 
  B 80-85 
  C+ 76-79 
  C 70-75 
  D 65-69 
  F 64 or below   

B. The COURSE GRADE will be determined as follows: 
1/2 COURSE GRADE - average of grades*** received on written assignments as follows: 
 Document Preparation:  The student will prepare at least five documents related to 
 “Elder Law” practice, the total number and type to be determined by the Instructor. 
 ***At the option of the instructor, extra credit toward the assignment portion of the 
 course grade may be given for participation in student, local, state or national paralegal 
 association activities. 
1/2 COURSE GRADE -  Final Exam. A fact pattern reflecting what a paralegal would typically  
 encounter in a law office that handled “Elder Law” matters is given, along with essay 
 questions that reflect the learning that has taken place during the course.  Students are 
 expected to give well written and concise essay answers to questions involving topics 
 covered in the Units above and may be expected to draft at least one document taught 
 in the course. 
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College Policies:   

As an academic institution, Brookdale facilitates the free exchange of ideas, upholds the virtues of civil 
discourse, and honors diverse perspectives informed by credible sources. Our College values all students 
and strives for inclusion and safety regardless of a student’s disability, age, sex, gender identity, sexual 
orientation, race, ethnicity, country of origin, immigration status, religious affiliation, political 
orientation, socioeconomic standing, and veteran status. For additional information, support services, 
and engagement opportunities, please visit www.brookdalecc.edu/support.  
 

For information regarding: 

• Academic Integrity Code 

• Student Conduct Code 

• Student Grade Appeal Process 
Please refer to the student handbook and catalog. 
 

Notification for Students with Disabilities:  
Brookdale Community College offers reasonable accommodations and/or services to persons with 

disabilities.  Students with disabilities who wish to self-identify must contact the Accessibility Services 

Office at 732-224-2730 (voice) or 732-842-4211 (TTY) to provide appropriate documentation of the 

disability and request specific accommodations or services.  If a student qualifies, reasonable 

accommodations and/or services, which are appropriate for the college level and are recommended in 

the documentation, can be approved. 
 

Mental Health: 
24/7/365 Resources: 

• Monmouth Medical Center Psychiatric Emergency Services at (732) 923-6999 

• 2nd Floor Youth Helpline – Available to talk with you about any problem, distress, or hardship 
you are experiencing. Call or text at 888-222-2228 or visit the website at 
https://www.2ndfloor.org/  

Faculty Counselors: 

• Students who need to make an appointment with a faculty counselor can do so by calling 732-
224-1822 (non-emergency line) during business hours. Faculty counselors are licensed mental 
health professionals who can assist students and refer them to other mental health resources.  
 

Diversity Statement: 
Brookdale Community College fosters an environment of inclusion and belonging. We promote a safe 
and open culture, encourage dialogue respecting diverse perspectives informed by credible sources, and 
uphold the virtues of civil discourse. We celebrate all identities with the understanding that ultimately, 
diversity, equity, and inclusion cultivate belonging and make us a stronger Brookdale community. 

 
 
*The syllabus is intended to give student guidance in what may be covered during the semester and will 
be followed as closely as possible. However, the faculty member reserves the right to modify, 
supplement, and make changes as the need arise. 

http://www.brookdalecc.edu/support
https://www.brookdalecc.edu/vp-student-success/handbook/
http://catalog.brookdalecc.edu/
https://www.2ndfloor.org/

